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Herpetology Test 
1. Hearts in all herps other than _________ consists of ________ atria and one ventricle 
somewhat divided by a septum. (2 pts) 

a. snakes; two 
b. crocodiles; two 
c. turtles; three 
d. frogs; four 

2. The food habit of this animal is ___________. (2 pts) 

 
a. Carnivorous. 
b. Omnivorous. 
c. Herbivorous. 
d. Fish. 

3. The carapace is located on the __________ section of a turtle. (2 pts) 
a. Bottom. 
b. Top. 
c. Middle. 
d. Left. 

4. In torpor, reptiles experience a(n)... (2 pts) 
a. Increase in body temperature. 
b. Full stomach. 
c. Decrease in body temperature. 
d. A threatening predator. 

5. Coral snakes mostly feed on… (2 pts) 
a. Fish, jellyfish, and aquatic mammals. 
b. Leaves, bark, and wood. 
c. Smaller snakes, lizards, frogs, nestling birds, small rodents, etc. 
d. Everything that they can find. 
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Use the image below to answer question 6.  

 
6. Identify the family of this animal. (3 pts) __________________________________________ 
7. The skin texture of amphibians are… (2 pts) 

a. Smooth, moist, and sometimes sticky. 
b. Dry and scaly. 
c. Rough, spiky, and sharp. 
d. Sticky and tacky. 

8. The function of the Jacobson’s organ is… (2 pts) 
a. to digest tough food. 
b. to see in the dark. 
c. to taste. 
d. to detect scents in the air. 

Use the image below to answer question 9. 

 
9. What is the scientific and common name of this animal? (2 pts) 

a. Trionychidae; softshell turtle. 
b. Trionychidae; chicken turtle. 
c. Emydoidea; sea turtle. 
d. Emydoidea; softshell turtle. 

10. When an animal is natatorial, it… (2 pts) 
a. Is fixed in one place. 
b. Is adapted to digging and living underground. 
c. Is specialized for swimming. 
d. Living on the benthos. 
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11. When an animal is heterothermic, it...(2 pts) 
a. Is able to maintain different temperature zones in different regions of the body. 
b. Can switch between poikilothermic and homeothermic strategies. 
c. Stays at a constant temperature for their whole life. 
d. Has differentiating temperatures for males and females. 

Use the image below to answer question 12. 

 
12. What countries is this genus found? Remember to provide a range, not just one specific 
place. (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
13. The habitats that the Brahminy blind snake prefers are__________. (2 pts) 

a. Grasslands and meadows with low soil humidity. 
b. Dry with low soil humidity. 
c. Humid and cold. 
d. Warm with high soil humidity. 

14. When is mating season for this animal? (2 pts) 

 
a. Summer 
b. Early in the winter and early in the spring.  
c. Late in the autumn and early in the winter. 
d. Mid-Autumn and early in the spring. 

15. The size of slender salamanders range from… (2 pts) 
a. 3 - 7.5” 
b. 2.5 - 6.5” 
c. 5 - 9” 
d. 2 - 4.5” 
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16. The glass lizard most resembles a… (2 pts) 
a. Salamander. 
b. Alligator. 
c. Snake. 
d. Gecko. 

17. What is cause of estivation? What do animals do during estivation? (3 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
18. The beaks of turtles are made out of… (2 pts) 

a. Keratin. 
b. Cartilage. 
c. Bone. 
d. Muscle. 

19. How do snakes locate prey? (2 pts) 
a. Hearing and smell. 
b. Smell and hearing. 
c. Hearing and vision. 
d. Vision and smell. 

20. True or False: Tree lizard sex determination is temperature-dependent. (2 pts) 
____________ 
21. What is the lifespan of rat snakes? (2 pts) 

a. 10 - 12 years. 
b. 15 years. 
c. 1 year. 
d. 3 months. 

22. What do lizards rely on to catch prey? (2 pts) 
a. Smell. 
b. Smell, hearing, and sight. 
c. Speed, agility, and camouflage. 
d. Autotomy. 

23. Leptotyphlopidae can lay up to __ eggs per clutch. (2 pts) 
a. 13 
b. 10 
c. 2 
d. 5 

24. True or False: Rubber boas are viviparous. (2 pts) 
____________ 
25. What is keratin? (2 pts) 

a. A tough fibrous protein. 
b. A synonym for cartilage. 
c. A certain bone found in frogs and toads. 
d. The term for muscles in reptile. 
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MATCHING: Match the term to the definition. (1 pt per term) 
26. Benthic                               a. A state of decreased physiological activity. 
27. Motile                                 b. A period in an organism’s life cycle when all activity is stopped. 
28. Sessile                               c. Living on the benthos. 
29. Dormancy                          d. Having the capacity to move from one place to another. 
30. Torpor                                e. Lives alone. 
31. Solitary                               f. Fixed in one place. 
 
Identify the parts of the animal: (1 pt per labeled part) 

 
36. What is reproductive isolation? (2 pts) 

a. When an animal isolates themselves for a period of time and then goes back to finding 
a mate. 

b. When two populations can no longer interbreed. 
c. When reproductive organs are secluded in one part of the body. 
d. When organisms can only reproduce in a certain environment. 

37. The _________ connects the carapace and the plastron. (2 pts) 
a. Bridge 
b. Keel 
c. Gular 
d. Pectoral 

38. What does polygynandrous mean? (2 pts) 
a. When multiple males mate indiscriminately with multiple females. 
b. When a male has to stay with one female as a mate for their whole life. 
c. When a male is unable to mate with a female. 
d. When a male gets exclusive mating rights with several females. 
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39. Crocodiles have a ______ snout and alligators have a _______ snout. (2 pts) 
a. U-shaped; V-shaped. 
b. Broad; narrow. 
c. Large; small. 
d. Narrow; broad. 

40. What is the process of breaking off tail called? (2 pts) 
a. Viviparity. 
b. Diapause. 
c. Autotomy. 
d. Paedomorphism. 

41. Salamanders can have up to _______ limbs. (2 pts) 
a. Six 
b. Four 
c. Two 
d. Eight 

42. Birds are closely related to which order? (2 pts) 
a. Caudata. 
b. Testudines. 
c. Squamata. 
d. Crocodylia. 

Use the image below to answer questions 43 to 45. 

 
43. What is the scientific name of this animal? (3 pts) ___________________ 
44. What is the common name of this animal? (3 pts)  ___________________ 
45. How do these animals hibernate and what indicates them to stop hibernating? (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
46. Most lizards have how many limbs? (2 pts) 

a. None. 
b. Two. 
c. Four. 
d. Six. 
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47. Anura is a(n)… (2 pts) 
a. Genus. 
b. Subclass. 
c. Class. 
d. Order. 

48. Cricket frogs range from… (2 pts) 
a. 14 - 35 mm. 
b. 21 - 32 mm. 
c. 20 - 55 mm. 
d. 19 - 38 mm. 

49. True or False: The Systemic loop goes from the heart to body tissues and back. (2 pts) 
____________ 
50. The definition of ovoviviparity is… (2 pts) 

a. The female's tract encloses egg in tough shell which is then deposited. 
b. The eggs retained in female's body before being either laid shortly before hatching or 

hatching within body. 
c. The shell is not formed around egg and young mature in female's body; nutrients often 

delivered by placenta. 
d. When fertilization takes place within the female’s reproductive tract. 

 
Identify the name of the frog sex position: (2 pts for each labeled position) 
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53. Who signed the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973? (2 pts) 
a. Barack Obama. 
b. Gerald Ford. 
c. Richard Nixon. 
d. James Buchanan. 

54. Female ringneck snakes reach an average of ____ in their first year. (2 pts) 
a. 20 centimeters. 
b. 30 centimeters. 
c. 25 centimeters. 
d. 50 centimeters. 

55. What is/are the common name(s) of Agkistrodon? (2 pts) 
a. Moccasin snake. 
b. Cottonmouths. 
c. Copperhead. 
d. Both B and C. 

56. How many clutches of eggs do desert iguanas lay each year and how many eggs are in 
each clutch? (2 pts) 

a. One clutch; 1-2 eggs. 
b. Two clutches; 5-10 eggs. 
c. One clutch; 3-8 eggs. 
d. Two clutches; 10-15 eggs. 

57. What Phylum is Microhylidae in? (2 pts) 
a. Anura. 
b. Chordata. 
c. Neobatrachia. 
d. Microhylidae. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Using the 2018 List 

Use the image below to answer questions 58 to 61. 

 
58. Identify the species of this animal. (3 pts) 
______________________________________________ 
59. What is the diet of this animal? List 3 food items. (1 pt per correct food item) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
60. How do these animals respond to predatorial threats? List 2 ways. (4 points) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
61. How long can these animals be? Put your answer in centimeters or inches and remember to 
answer in a range. (3 pts)  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Use the image below to answer questions 62 to 64. 

 
62. Identify the genus of this animal. (3 pts) 
_______________________________________________ 
63. How many eggs are laid in each clutch of this animal? Answer as a range. (4 pts) 
_______________________________________________ 
64. What is the diet of this animal? List 3 food items. (1 pt per correct food item) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Use the image below to answer questions 65 to 67. 

 
65. What is the family of this animal? (3 pts) 
_______________________________________________ 
66. What is the total length of this animal? Answer in inches and in the form of a range. (3 pts) 
_______________________________________________ 
67. What are the habitats of this animal? List all 4. (1 point per correct habitat) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Use the image below to answer questions 68 to 72. 

 
68. What is the scientific name of this animal? (3 pts) 
_______________________________________ 
69. How many species of this animal are there? (3 pts) 
_______________________________________ 
70. What do these animals eat? One food item should be listed. (3 pts) 
_______________________________________ 
71. What helps these animals dig? (Distinctive feature). (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
72. Explain the relationship between these animals and tarantulas. How does each animal 
benefit from this relationship? Why is this relationship unusual? Remember to explain as 
thoroughly as possible. (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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73. How do scientists predict whether or not a developing frog will skip the tadpole stage and 
change right into froglets using yolk? (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Use the image below to answer questions 74 to 75. 

 
74. Identify the scientific name of this animal. (3 pts) 
________________________________________ 
75. What are the 3 main forms of self-defense for this animal? Be specific. (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Use the image below to answer questions 76 to 79. 

 
76. What is the genus of this animal? (3 pts)  
___________________________________________ 
77. What is the average lifespan of this animal? (3 pts) 
___________________________________________ 
78. How often do these animals breed? (3 pts) 
___________________________________________ 
79. Why should people maintain hygienic methods and wash their hands after handling these 
animals? Remember to be as specific as possible. (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Use the image below to answer questions 80 to 81. 

 
80. What is the family of this animal? (3 pts) 
______________________________________________ 
81. How long do these animals live as water-dwelling larvae? Answer in the form of a range.  
(3 pts) ______________________________________________ 
 
Use the image below to answer questions 82 to 84. 

 
82. Identify the genus followed by the subfamily. (3 pts) 
_____________________________________________ 
83. What month do these animals begin their mating season and how many eggs do they 
typically lay? (3 pts)  
_____________________________________________ 
84. What kind of habitats in what 2 US states can these animals be found in? (3 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Use the image below to answer questions 85 to 87. 

 
85. What is the genus of this animal? (3 pts)  
________________________________________ 
86. What does the diet of this animal consist of? List 3 food items. (1 pt per correct food item) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
87. Where do these animals spend most of their time? Be specific. List 2 places. (2 pts per 
correct place) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Use the image below to answer questions 88 to 90. 

 
88. Identify the genus of this animal. (3 pts)  
_____________________________________ 
89. How many species of this animal are there? What are they? (4 pts) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
90. What part of the day is this animal most active? (3 pts)  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


