SSSS Herpetology Test
By: sleepis4theweak

Station 1
A

B

1.

Identify the Family and Common
Name of creature A. ( 1 pt )

2.

What does adaptation does
specimen A have that makes up
for its poor eyesight? ( 2 pts )

3.

What sexual dimorphism does
specimen A and when does it
occur? ( 2 pts )

4.

Identify the Family and Common
Name of creature B. ( 1 pt )

5.

Why is specimen B a good
indicator of environmental
quality? ( 2 pts )

6.

Specimen B has eyelids. T/F ( 1 pt )

7.

List 3 key differences between
specimen A and specimen B.
(3 pts)

Station 2
1.

Name the Class, Order, Suborder, Family,
Genus, and common name of this specimen.
( 1 pt )

2.

What characteristic gives this specimen its
common name? ( 1 pt )

3.

What creature makes up the majority of this
specimen’s diet? And what special
adaptation does this specimen have to hunt
said creature? ( 2 pts )

4.

What behavior is exhibited when this
specimen is threatened? (1 pt )

5.

What were the two nicknames given to this
specimen by native Floridians? (2 pts )

6.

This specimen takes only 1 mate for life. T/F
(1 pt )

Station 3

A

B

D

C

E

F

G

Name each amplexus position. (Each question worth 1.5 points)

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

Station 4

1.

Name the Class, Order, Family, Genus, and common
name of this specimen. (1 pt )

2.

What adaptation does this specimen have that
allows it to survive in saltwater environments?(2 pt )

3.

What sexual dimorphism does this specimen
exhibit?(1 pt )

4.

Which gender does the sex ratio of this species seem
to favor?(1 pt )

5.

Why has the blue crab industry lead to the decline of
this specimens population?(2 pts )

6.

How many subspecies does this specimen have?
(1 pt )

7.

Which airport had delays caused by the appearance
of 78 of these specimens appearing on the runway?
(2 pts )

Station 5

1. Name two differences between frogs and toads. (2 pts)
2. Name two differences between crocodiles and alligators. (2 pts)
3. Name two differences between reptiles and amphibians. (2 pts)
4. Name two differences between turtles and tortoises. (2 pts)
5. Explain the difference between amniotes and anamniotes. (1 pt)
6. What order on the list commonly displays paedomorphism? (1 pt)
7. Why are amphibians a good indicator of environmental quality? (1 pt)
8. True or false: members of the order Crocodilia first appeared in the Triassic period (1 pt)
9. True or false: most reptiles have a 3-chambered heart (1 pt)

Station 6

1. Name the genus and the common name of
this specimen. (1 pt)
2. What is the small opening on top of this
specimen’s head called? What does it do? (2 pts)
3. What is the difference between the male and
female specimens of this genus? (2 pts)
4. What does this specimen eat? (1 pt)
5. Name three states this specimen can be found
in. (3 pts)
6. What is the average size of this specimen? (1
pt)

Station 7
A

1. Name the genus and common name of each
specimen. (2 pts)
2. How many chambers does each specimen’s
heart have? (1 pt)
3. True or false: specimen A can live in salt water. If
true, explain why. If false, explain why not. (2 pts)
4. How is the sex of the offspring of both specimens
determined? (1 pt)

B

5. What is the average size of an adult from genus
B? (1 pt)
6. Is specimen A primarily a diurnal or a nocturnal
hunter? (1 pt)
7. How many living species are in the genus of
specimen B? (1 pt)

Station 8
1. Name the genus and common name of this
specimen. (1 pt)
2. What is the difference between males and
females of this genus in appearance? (2 pts)
3. What are the 3 main forms of self defense of
this specimen? (3 pts)
4. What type of habitat do larvae live in? (2 pts)
5. Salamanders aren’t vocal. What do they often
use instead to find mates? (2 pts)
6. Define ovoviviparous. (1 pt)

Station 9
1.

2.

3.

4.

Which of the following statements about the Bidder’s organ found
in members of the family Bufonidae is correct? (1 pt)
a.
It is located behind the kidney
b.
It is only found in males
c.
It was discovered in the 17th century by Friedrich Bidder
d.
It has two distinct histological regions
What is the purpose of the “spade-like” feet present in members of
the family Scaphiopodidae? (1 pt)
a.
They can be used to fend off attackers
b.
They help it paddle better when swimming
c.
They help it dig
d.
They help them hop faster
One could expect to find members of the family Bufonidae in all of
the following continents except - (1 pt)
a.
Europe
b.
Africa
c.
Asia
d.
Australia
Which of the following is false about the family Ranidae? (1 pt)
a.
It contains both the largest and smallest species of frog in
the world
b.
It has the widest distribution of any frog family
c.
Most members of the family have an ossified sternum and
omosternum
d.
Some species belonging to this family are polyploid, while
others are diploid

5. The range shown above belongs to what
family of Anurans? (1 pt)
a. Bufonidae
b. Scaphiopodidae
c. Hylidae
d. Ranidae
e. Microhylidae
6. Which of the following is not a characteristic
of the family Microhylidae? (1 pt)
a. Adults have 2-3 palatal folds
b. Tadpoles have cornified denticles
c. Diploid number is 22-28
d. They range greatly in size from
10mm to 100mm

Station 10 - all 1 point
A

B

E

C

F

G

Identify ; both common name and genus name

A.

B.

C.
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E.

F.

D

G.

Station 11 all 1 point
A
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Station 12

1.

Identify the family, genus, and common name
of the specimen to the left. (1 pt)

2.

Describe the geographic range of the
specimen. (2 pt)

3.

Describe the sound produced by the
specimen’s rattle. (2 pt)

4.

Explain the difference between the specimen
to the left and members of the genus
Crotalus. (2 pt)

5.

Explain the etymology and origin of the
specimen’s genus name. (2 pt)

6.

Although they seem threatening, they are
actually non-venomous. T/F (1 pt)

Station 13

1. Name the family and common name of this
specimen. (1 pt)
2. Which two continents have the least genera of this
family? (2 pt)
3. What body part does most of this family possess
which allows males to produce eggs? Where is it
located? (2 pt)
4. Are most toads, terrestrial, aquatic, or arboreal?
(1 pt)
5. What toxin is often located in the parotid glands?
Can it be lethal? (2 pt)
6. What is the unken reflex? (2 pt)
7. True or false: Toads lack teeth. (1 pt)

Station 14

1.

Identify the class, order, family, genus, and
common name of the specimen. (1 pt)

2.

Describe where the specimen lives.(1 pt)

3.

Describe the diet of the specimen.(1 pt)

4.

Describe the specimen’s range . (1 pt)

5.

Give two nicknames for the specimen that
aren’t on the national list.(2 pt)

6.

How did this specimen get spread
worldwide?(1 pt)

7.

Define parthenogenesis. (2 pt)

Station 15

1.

Identify the family of this specimen. (1 pt)

2.

What is unique about this specimens
carapace? (be specific) (2 pts)

3.

Can this specimen breathe underwaters? And
if so, describe how. (2 pts)

4.

What feature allows this specimen to remain
buried in the substrate for extended period of
time and still breathe surface air? (2 pts)

5.

What anatomical feature does this specimen’s
family name refer to?(2 pts)

6.

What is the difference between the 2
suborders of turtles, Cryptodira and
Pleurodira?(2 pts)

7.

Which suborder does this specimen belong
to? (1 pt)

