ArchdragoonKaela's Division C
Ornithology Test
There are 20 stations, 2 minutes and 30 seconds allotted for each
Student names: _______________________________________

School Name:_________________________________________

Score: _______ out of 168 points

1
Station 1

1. What gland does this bird lack, and what is its replacement?
2. Why is xerophilic behavior essential to this bird’s survival?
3. True / False: The crop milk this bird excretes has a strong resemblance to mammalian
milk.
4. What do these birds do when they pyramid roost?
5. This bird’s common name is a misnomer. Why?

2
Station 2

1. Identify the scientific name of the bird this wing belongs to.

2. What is sexual dimorphism? How does this species exhibit it?

3. Where does this bird get its common name?

4. At what time of year do this species’ pair bonds form?

5. The chicks of the bird to which the pictured wing belongs to are:
a. Precocial
b. Semiprecocial
c. Altricial

6. How do these birds feed?

3
Station 3

1. What is the organ that allows these birds to sing?
2. Where do these birds lay their eggs?
3. This bird’s conservation status is:
a. Least concern
b. Near threatened
c. Vulnerable
d. Endangered
4. This bird has been placed into two different genera over time. Which two are they?
5. Nesting for the bird pictured above is based off the solar / lunar cycle (circle one).
6. List the standard measurements for this species:
a. Length:
b. Weight:
c. Wingspan:
d. Wing chord:
e. Tail:
f. Bill:
g. Tarsus:

4
Station 4

1. Identify the bird’s scientific name.
2. This bird builds what kind of nest?
a. Cup
b. Platform
c. Earth-hole
d. Ground/mound
e. Scrape
f. Adherent
3. What kinds of habitats do these birds avoid?

4. Name one invasive bird species that have been threatening this bird’s survival (give a
common name).

5. This bird embarks on its migratory journey during the day / night (circle one).
6. What are the young most likely to do after leaving the nest (but aren’t independent yet)?
a. Establish a territory
b. Form a pair bond
c. Form a creche
d. All of the above

5
Station 5

1. What order does this bird belong in?
2. Many members of this order have asymmetrical ears. How is this an advantage to them?
a. Which ear is located higher on the head?
3. Do these birds use echolocation?
4. What is the difference between monocular and binocular vision?

a. Which one does this bird possess?

5. Birds of this order share a similar eye structure to what other group(s) of animals? Select
all that apply.
a. Strepsirrhine primates
b. Felines
c. Sciurid rodents
d. Crocodilians
e. Bathypelagic fishes
f. Chiropteran bats

6
Station 6

1. The above bird is a female. What is one trait that’s unique to males?

2. How do these birds create their signature booming sound?

3. When males perform their mating display in a group, what is it called?

4. Give 3 reasons why are these birds vulnerable to bottlenecking events.

5. Nest parasitism is common between this species and another bird. Give this other
species’ scientific name.
a.

Which of these two bird species is the parasite? Which is the victim? Give the
common name of both species.

7
Station 7

1. True / False: This bird’s coloration is the result of pigments such as carotenoids.
2. True / False: This bird is the largest of its genus.
3. List 2 ways this bird’s wings have been modified for multidirectional flight and hovering.

4. Do males stay with the female and help brood the young?

5. How do these birds move on the ground?

6. On average, this bird flaps its wings at a rate of _______ times a second.

8
Station 8

1. Give the common name of each bird pictured above.
2. Specimen (A / B / neither) is larger.
3. Specimen B’s breeding season is:

4. Specimen A / B / both (circle one) are known for tool usage.
5. Specimen A / B / both (circle one) practices kleptoparasitism.
6. At what age range does specimen A typically begin breeding?

7. Which specimen is a bioindicator for the West Nile Virus?

9
Station 9

This is a diagram of a bird’s foot and its toe arrangement/foot morphology. The numbers
indicate the toe number (toes 3 and 4 are in the front and toes 2 and 1 are in the back).
1. What order does the bird with the above foot morphology belong to?
2. What is the toe arrangement in the above diagram called?
3. How many species and genera are in this order?
4. These birds rely heavily on woodpeckers, as they nest in cavities that woodpeckers have
abandoned. What term describes this bird’s nesting behavior?
5. Birds in this order are:
a. Carnivorous
b. Omnivorous
c. Herbivorous

10
Station 10

1. What family does this bird belong in?
2. This bird has what kind of toe arrangement?
a. Anisodactyl
b. Zygodactyl
c. Syndactyl
d. Didactyl
3. Do adults digest the bones of their prey?
4. When this bird is threatened by a predator, how can it respond? Describe 3 different
ways.
5. The bird pictured above is a male / female (circle one).
6. How long are this bird’s nesting burrows?

11

Station 11

1. What speed can this bird reach?
2. What percent of this species’ winter diet is made up of plant material?
a. 10%
b. 25%
c. 50%
d. 75%
3. The entrance to this bird’s nest cavity is circular / oblong (circle one).
4. What kind of toe arrangement does this bird exhibit?
a. Pamprodactyl
b. Zygodactyl
c. Syndactyl
d. Heterodactyl
5. What is the difference between torpor and estivation?

6. About how long does incubation take for this species?
.

12

Station 12

1. What is this bird’s common name?
2. Name one regional difference between Eastern and Western populations of this species.
3. Members of this species sometimes employ a dangerous “attack flight” when hunting.
Describe what the bird does during this “attack flight.”

a. What bone is most commonly broken while attempting one of these flights?
4. Throughout the 1900s, populations of the above bird’s order declined. The chemical
responsible for this is:
a. Neonicotinoids
b. Paraquat
c. 1,3-dichloropropene
d. Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane
5. What is special about this bird’s social hierarchy in terms of sex?

13

Station 13

1. How does this bird species follow Bergmann’s Rule?

2. Which organism makes up most of this bird’s diet (give its common name)?

3. When do nestlings become independent from their parents?

4. If this bird’s eggs have fallen out of the nest, what will the bird most likely do?
a. Bring the eggs back to the nest and continue incubation
b. Start a new clutch using the same nest
c. Abandon the nest and move to a new site
5. The male / female contributes most when building the nest (circle one)

14

Station 14

1. What order does the bird that built this nest belong in?
2. What is the etymology behind the name of the order this bird belongs in?
3. Why are these birds very awkward on land?
4. The bird who built this nest is a synchronous molter. Why is this molting strategy more
advantageous over others in this case?
5. Feathers serve many functions for birds. Birds of this order have an additional usage for
these feathers. What is it?
6. What is the maximum number of clutches that a female can produce within one breeding
season?
7. Birds of this order are considered to have what kind of feet?
a. Totipalmate
b. Semipalmate
c. Palmate
d. Lobate
8. Give two reasons why this foot structure from the previous question helps improve the
bird’s lifestyle.

15
Station 15

1. What is the common name of this bird?
a. Where did it get its common name?
2. List two reasons why this bird’s populations are declining.
3. How many eggs does this bird produce in a single breeding season?
a. How does this aspect of this bird’s nesting strategy make it difficult for them to
recover from population declines?
4. How are nestlings fed?

5. As of 2016, how old is the oldest bird recorded for this order?
a. 65 years
b. 66 years
c. 67 years
d. 68 years
6. How do uneven sex ratios within a nesting colony impact this bird species’ pair bonds?

16

Station 16

1. What is the function of this bird’s long toes?
2. This species is:
a. Monogamous
b. Polyandrous
c. Polygamous
d. Polygynandrous
e. Bigamous
3. On average, females / males (circle one) have larger territories.
4. What is the etymology behind the common name of this bird?
5. This bird’s range can be described as
a. Afrotropical
b. Neotropical
c. Nearctic
d. Palearctic
6. What is the negative effect of this bird’s mating system on females?

17

Station 17

1. What is this species’ scientific name?
2. How are these birds an indicator of bioaccumulation?
3. Name two treaties that protect avians with the same order as the bird pictured.
4. In terms of egg incubation, what is the difference between synchronous and
asynchronous hatching?
a. Do the eggs of this bird hatch synchronously or asynchronously?
5. How many species are in this bird’s family?
6. What continents are the species of this bird’s family found on?

18

Station 18

1. What is a popular nickname for this bird?
2. Which two traits result in this bird’s reduced buoyancy?
3. List two differences between this bird and cormorants.
4. True or false: this bird is monotypic.
5. Why do certain nests built by this bird look white?

19

Station 19

1. What is the conservation status of this bird?
a. Describe two ways that humans have helped recover populations.
b. Describe one reason why were some reintroduction attempts unsuccessful.
c. When did the population decline to around 20 birds?
2. Name the four US states that this bird resides in.
3. What method have humans used to teach reintroduced individuals migration routes?
4. How long is this bird’s trachea?
5. What two practices were responsible for this bird’s massive population decline?

20

Station 20

1. This bird and other members of its order have a unique vertebral structure that allows
them to do what?
2. One egg is laid approximately every _________ days during the breeding season.
3. Explain how these birds create and use tools to their advantage.
4. At what water depth do these birds prefer to forage in?
5. Populations for this species declined everywhere except for in which US state?
6. These birds have a mostly __________ feeding habit.
a. Diurnal
b. Nocturnal
c. Crepuscular

