
Division C Ornithology
Competitors: _______________________________

School Name: ______________________________

Points: __/186



14 stations, 3.5 minutes per station.
11 of them will be giving information about a specific 
taxon, 2 will be general info, and the last one will be 
ID. Assume questions are 1 point unless there is a 

number in parentheses next to the question.
Note: the ID station is split across 3 slides.



1. Give the common and scientific name of this specimen. (2)
2. How long does the female incubate the hatched eggs?
3. What are the 3 American  flyways this specimen uses for 

migration? (3)
4. What disease recently affected this specimen during migration?
5. Has the population of this bird been increasing or decreasing?
6. How many subspecies are in this taxon? Name them. (3)
7. Explain what philopatry is; does this animal exhibit this behavior? 

(2)
8. TB #1: This species often hybridizes with what other species? 

(Answers not on the list are acceptable, only one is required but 
more will count towards tie-breaker)

Station 1



1. Give the common and scientific name of this specimen. (2)
2. How many subspecies does this specimen have?
3. What is the etymology of the common name?
4. What is a “covey”? How does this bird relate to a covey? (2)
5. What is the average nest success of this specimen?

a. 57%
b. 43%
c. 28%

6. IUCN classifies this specimen as?
7. How many eggs does this specimen tend to lay per breeding season?
8. This specimen is herbivorous/carnivorous/omnivorous.
9. Young of this specimen are (precocial/altricial) pick one.

10. Nest building, egg laying, and incubation occur in what months of the year?

Station 2

If audio doesn’t 
work, click here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gk3hSwv2apObtuAKstaY2Uks4mFhsFSO/view?usp=sharing


Station 3
1. Common and scientific name (2)
2. Up to what size can this specimen’s home ranges/territories be?
3. What time of year does this species start moulting? When does it approximately finish? (2)
4. How is the flying of this species distinctive among its genus?
5. When diving after prey, members of this species can reach what speeds?
6. The approximate hunting success rate of this specimen is

a. 20%
b. 35%
c. 50%

7. This species is a “partial migrant”. Explain what this means.
8. What is an eyrie? Where are this species’ usually found? (2)
9. Choose the courtship activities done by this bird:

a. Undulating displays b. death spiral
c. dropping + picking up rocks/sticks mid-air



Station 4
1. Common and scientific name. (2)
2. Height and weight of this specimen? (2)
3. What is the color of the underwings?
4. How do members of this species conserve heat during the winter?
5. What seems to be the primary mating system of members of this 

species?
6. Adults of this species brood for how many days?
7. What is the typical lifespan of members of this species?
8. What % of their body mass do members of this species drink per 

day (see MC); what is one thing they do to achieve this? (2)
a. 2%
b. 9%
c. 16%

9. Name 2 common predators of members of this species.(2)



Station 5
1. What is the family of this specimen? (2)
2. What is the average lifespan of this specimen?
3. What are “covert feathers”, what is their purpose, 

and where can they be found on this bird? (3)
4. Name 3 habitats this specimen can be found in.(3)
5. What is the flock size of this species?
6. What is the etymology for the common name of this 

species?
7. What is the dactyly of this species?
8. True or false: this specimen feeds exclusively while 

in flight.



Station 6
1. Scientific and common name. (2)
2. Describe the layers of the nest (3)

3. How many subspecies does this species have?
4. Explain the sexual dimorphism present in this species. (3)
5. What time of year is the breeding season for this species?
6. The chicks of this species fledge after how many days?
7. Members of this species host a parasite. What is it?
8. This insect order accounts for a plurality of this specimen’s diet. What is it?
9. Name three common predators of this species. (3)

1. First Layer
2. Second Layer
3. Third Layer

A. grasses, thinner twigs
B. green leaves
C. feathers
D. twigs, mud, pebbles



1. Scientific and common name. (2)
2. What countries does this species appear in? Select all that apply.

a. Guatemala
b. Mexico
c. Canada
d. US

3. How do juveniles differ from the adults of this species?
4. What positive AND negative impact does this organism have, 

specifically on farmers and gardeners? (2)
5. What is the IUCN status of this species?
6. This species is a known reservoir for what significant human pathogen?
7. This specimen may be omnivorous, but its diet does tend to lean toward 

herbivory/carnivory (pick one). Describe the specific aspect of that part 
of the diet. (2)

Station 7

If audio doesn’t 
work, click here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kKCWvjnlCSTHQWQmjqG2VX-Yb4wJl38F/view?usp=sharing


Station 8
1. Common and Scientific Name. (2)
2. This species is the state bird of what state?
3. How long is the incubation period of their eggs?
4. What countries can this species be found in during the winter? During the 

breeding season? (2)
5. What are the two primary ecoregions this species is found in? (2)
6. What is the approximate height of a nest of this species?
7. The approximate maximum elevation this species can be found in is:

a. 10, 210 ft
b. 11, 350 ft
c. 12, 900 ft

8. Name two aggression displays of this species. (2)



1. Common and Scientific Name. (2)
2. The typical adult wingspan is about how long?
3. How many broods do members of this species make a 

year?
4. The species name is in honor of what individual?
5. What genus did the genus of this species used to be part 

of, and what evidence was used to separate them? (3)
6. How long does it take for members of this species to 

create their nest?
7. Breeding activity for members of this species ranges from 

what months?
8. On average, the female lays how many eggs?

Station 9



1. Common and Scientific Name. (2)
2. Describe the call of members of this species. (2)
3. One member of this species has created a hybrid with 

what other species?
4. Members of this species live about how long?
5. While members of this species are LC, locally they are 

considered endangered in what states? (2)
6. Members of this species may eat their own feathers. What 

purpose does this serve?
7. Members of this species weigh approximately how much?
8. Give 4 nicknames for this species. (4)
9. Who gave the scientific name for this species, and when? 

(2)

Station 10



Station 11
1. Common and Scientific Name. (2)
2. True or False: This bird is the largest of its genus.
3. What does it mainly feed on?
4. How does this bird’s hunting style vary from the rest of its family?
5. How do these birds spend their time? (choose all that apply)

a. Alone
b. In pairs
c. In groups of 3-5

6. This bird has fossils from the Pleistocene epoch which are identified as 
subspecies. What are the two subspecies and which one is from a major 
lagerstatte (name the lagerstatte)? (4)

7. How many eggs are laid per clutch?
8. What is the cere and what color is it on a mature bird vs. a juvenile? (3)



Station 12 (General Info)
1. Extant birds range in size from the smallest living bird, the ________, with a size of 

_______cm, to the largest living bird, the __________, with a size of _____m. (4)
2. Human activity threatens _______ species of birds with extinction (round to hundred)
3. The first modern-day birds appeared at around ______ years ago.
4. True or false: birds have sweat glands
5. Explain what preening is in as much detail as possible. Birds spend approximately 

how much of their day preening? (2 for first part, 1 for second, 3 total)
6. The most prevalent mating system in birds is…
7. Explain what “fledging” is.
8. Birds make sounds through what anatomical structure?
9. What is the vascularized structure found only in birds supplying the eye with 

nutrients/oxygen and carrying away waste?
10. Feathers arise only in specific parts of the skin. What are these specific parts called?



Station 13 (More General Info)
1. How many species are in the largest order in Aves?
2. How many birds have gone extinct since the 17th century?
3. Pitohuis contain a powerful neurotoxin in their skin and feathers. What is it?
4. The surface area/volume ratio for the surface of gas exchange in birds is ___x that of 

mammals
5. A male and female both pass on a gamete with the Z chromosome. What is the gender 

of the resulting offspring?
6. The eggshells of birds is made mostly of what chemical compound?
7. Approximately how many species of birds are obligate brood parasites?
8. Fisherian runaway is most relevant to and most famously observed in what group of 

birds?
9. The hole that makes up the inside of the bones of birds is known as the _______

10.  The primary nitrogenous waste excreted from birds is?



Station 14 (ID) (Slide 1)
Give both scientific and common name. (1 each, .5 points per 
name)

1
2 3

4
5 6



Station 14 (ID) (Slide 2)
Sci AND Common Names (1 each)

1 2 3

4 5 6



Station 14 (ID) (Slide 3)
Sci AND Common Names (1 each)

1 2 3

4 5
6


