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Answer Key:

Total points: __/ 135 pts

Station 1 ( __/ 13 pts):

1. Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura (2 pts)
2. A, B, C, D (1pt, only award point if all correct answers are selected)
3. Turkey buzzard, John Crow, carrion crow, buzzard. (3 pts, only three of

these possible answers required)
4. Aura derives from the Latin word “aureus”, which means golden. Alternate

meaning: Aura can be derived from the Greek word “aura”, which means
breeze. (4 pts)

5. They can be seen standing erect, wings spread in the sun, presumably to
warm up, cool off, or dry off. (2 pts)

6. A (1 pt)

Station 2 ( __/11 pts):

1. Red-throated Loon, Gavia stellata (2 pts)
2. Red-necked Grebe, Podiceps grisegena (2 pts)
3. False (1 pt)
4. Breeding adults are grayish brown above, pale below, with pale gray neck,

rusty throat patch, and thin black-and-white stripes on back of neck and
sides of breast. Nonbreeding adults are blackish above and white below, with
a sharp border along the neck and a mostly white face with a black gab. (4
pts)

5. True (2 pts)

Station 3 ( __/13pts):

1. Canada Goose, Branta canadensis (2 pts)
2. Angel Wing (2 pts)
3. Larger birds choose larger mates, while smaller birds choose smaller mates.

The female is usually smaller than the male. (3 pts)



4. True (1 pt)
5. Canada geese are precocial, meaning that they are born with their eyes open,

down covered, and able to move about freely. An altricial species is born
helpless and needs support from the parents. (3 pts)

6. Live in habitats near water, grassy fields, and grain fields. (2 pts)

Station 4 ( __/12 pts):

1. American Crow, Corvus brachyrhynchos (2 pts)
2. Common Raven, Corvus corax (2 pts)
3. The American Crow: straight beak, generally smaller, short rhythmic

“caws”, smooth neck feathers, consistent flapping, fan-shaped tails, shorter
primaries. The Common Raven: slight point on beak, “nasal” feathers
extend, deeper raspy “croak”, long shaggy neck feathers, soaring/aerobatics,
wedge-shaped tails, longer primaries. (2 pts) **Must include one correct
feature from each to get both points.

4. West Nile virus. (Accept other reasonable answers) (1 pt)
5. Aerial acrobatics, demonstrations of intelligence, and ability to provide food.

(3 pts, each behavior worth 1 pt.)
6. Known to steal and cache shiny objects such as pebbles, pieces of metal, and

golf balls. (1 pt)
7. Edgar Allan Poe (1 pt)

Station 5 ( __/12pts):

1. Common Nighthawk, Chordeiles minor (2 pts)
2. Antrostomus carolinensis (1 pt)
3. Nickname- bullbat or goatsucker. The name “nighthawk” is a misnomer

because the bird is neither strictly nocturnal (active at dawn and dusk) and is
not closely related to hawks. (3 pts)

4. C (1 pt)
5. Forages mostly in flight, scooping up flying insects in its wide, gaping

mouth. Will feed around bright lights at night, taking the insects attracted
there. May rarely take insects from the ground. (3 pts)

6. Least Concern, Population Decreasing (2 pts)



Station 6 ( __/11 pts):

a. Cranium (1 pt)
b. Cervical vertebra (1 pt)
c. Furcula (1 pt)
d. Sternum (1 pt)
e. Tarsometatarsus (1 pt)
f. Phalanges (1 pt)
g. Tibiotarsus (1 pt)
h. Pygostyle (1 pt)
i. Humerus (1 pt)
j. Ulna (1 pt)
k. Radius (1 pt)

Station 7 ( __/11 pts):

1. American Dipper, Cinclus mexicanus (2 pts)
2. Water Ouzel or Water Thrush (1 pt)
3. An extra eyelid known as a “nictitating membrane”. (1 pt)
4. A, B, C, D (2 pts) **Only award points if all correct answers are provided.
5. American Dipper molts its wing and tail feathers all at once in the late

summer. The bird is flightless during this time. (2 pts)
6. Has a low metabolic rate, extra oxygen-carrying capacity in its blood, and a

thick coat of feathers. (3 pts, each part of answer worth 1 pt)

Station 8 ( __/10 pts):

1. Laysan Albatross, Phoebastria immutabilis (2 pts)
2. False (1 pt)
3. The female lies in the sand and scrapes out a hollow with her feet. By

rotating around, she forms a circular depression, then gives the nest a low
rim by assembling twigs, leaves, and sand picked up from the immediate
area around the nest. (2 pts)

4. They fly by dynamic soaring: gliding low over the waves and then wheeling
up into the sky to take advantage of the wind. They rarely flap their wings.
(2 pts)



5. Near Threatened (1 pt)
6. Squid, fish, crustaceans, flying fish eggs. (2 pts)

Station 9 ( __/10 pts):

1. Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Archilochus colubris (2 pts)
2. Organism A is a male while organism B is a female. Males have an

iridescent red throat, which organism A has but organism B does not have.
Instead, organism B has a white throat. (2 pts)

3. True (1 pt)
4. False (1 pt)
5. B (1 pt)
6. 8 out of 20 (1 pt)
7. Males give a courtship display to females that enter their territory, making a

looping, U-shaped dive starting from as high as 50 feet above the female. If
the female perches, the male shifts to making fast side-to-side flights while
facing her. (2 pts)

Station 10 ( __/12 pts):

1. Fledgling (1 pt)
2. Cere (1 pt)
3. Leucism (1 pt)
4. Crop (1 pt)
5. Morph (1 pt)
6. Filoplume (1 pt)
7. Eyestripe (1 pt)
8. Axilla (1 pt)
9. Gape (1 pt)
10. Apical spot (1 pt)
11. Nares (1 pt)
12. Cloaca (1 pt)

Station 11 ( __/10 pts):

1. Barred Owl, Strix varia (2 pts)
2. “Who cooks for you? Who cooks for you-all?” (1 pt)



3. True (1 pt)
4. A  (1 pt)
5. Squirrels, chipmunks, mice, voles, rabbits, birds, amphibians, and reptiles. (2

pts, must include at least 3 listed items to get points).
6. A, C (2 pts) **Only award points if all correct answers are provided.
7. D (1 pt)

Station 12 ( __/10 pts):

** If only the correct common name is given or only the correct scientific name,
award 0.5 pts.

1. American Redstart, Setophaga ruticilla (1 pt)
2. Carolina Wren, Thryothorus ludovicianus (1 pt)
3. Crested Caracara, Caracara cheriway (1 pt)
4. Black Skimmer, Rynchops niger (1 pt)
5. Belted Kingfisher, Megaceryle alcyon (1 pt)
6. Canvasback, Aythya valisineria (1 pt)
7. Ovenbird, Seiurus aurocapilla (1 pt)
8. Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica (1 pt)
9. American Avocet, Recurvirostra americana (1 pt)
10. Caspian Tern, Hydroprogne caspia (1 pt)


