
SSSS 2021
Division C

Ornithology

Names: ___________________________________
Team Number: _____________________________

Directions: You will be given 50 minutes to complete this test. You are
allowed one 2” or smaller three-ring binder with information and one
commercially produced field guide. Point values are in parentheses after
each question. Each multiple choice question has 1 answer, unless stated
otherwise. The total amount of points teams can earn in a station is
written next to the station number. Teams can earn a maximum score of
135 points. Good luck!



Station 1 (13 pts):

1. List the common name and the scientific name of the organism shown
above. (2 pts).

2. Where does this organism breed? (Select all that apply) (1 pt)
a. Florida
b. Wyoming
c. North Carolina
d. South Carolina

3. List three nicknames for this organism. (3 pts)

4. Explain the 2 meanings of this organism’s species name. (4 pts)

5. Describe a common behavior of this organism, typically done in the
morning? (2 pts)

6. What is the clutch size of this organism? (1 pt)
a. 1-3 eggs
b. 2-7 eggs
c. 5-7 eggs
d. 3-4 eggs



Station 2 (11 pts):

A.

B.

1. List the common name and the scientific name of species A. (2 pts)

2. List the common name and the scientific name of species B. (2 pts)

3. True or False: Species B is a breeding adult. (1 pt)

4. How do you distinguish between a breeding adult and a non-breeding adult
of species A (include characteristics from both)? (4 pts)

5. True or False: Both species breed in Canada and Alaska. (2pts)



Station 3 (13 pts):

1. What is the common name and the scientific name of the species that has
this distribution map? (HINT: Anseriformes order) (2 pts)

2. What is a condition that affects this species, caused by a nutritional
deficiency in vitamins and minerals combined with a high level of
carbohydrates and sugars? (2 pts)

3. Explain how this species mates “assortatively”. (3 pts)

4. True or False: The female of this species selects the nesting site. (1 pt)



5. Is this species precocial or altricial? Explain and define both terms. (3 pts)

6. In what habitats does this species like to live in? (2 pts)

Station 4 (12 pts):

A.

B.



1. What is the common name and scientific name of species A? (2 pts)

2. What is the common name and scientific name of species B? (2 pts)

3. How do you distinguish between the two species? Include a distinct feature
from each species. (2 pts)

4. What disease does species A easily succumb to? (1 pt)

5. What are key courting behaviors in species B? Include 3 behaviors. ( 3 pts)

6. Name a distinct behavior of species B. (1 pt)

7. What famous poet wrote a poem about species B? (1 pt)



Station 5 (12 pts):

1. List the common name and the scientific name of the organism shown
above. (2 pts)

2. What is the scientific name of the species that this organism is often
confused with on the Science Olympiad national bird list? (1 pt)

3. What is a nickname for this species? Does the real common name of this
organism accurately describe it, why or why not? (3 pts)

4. When does this species breed? (1 pt)
a. May to September
b. February to April
c. March to October
d. June to November

5. How does this species find food? (3 pts)



6. What is this organism’s conservation status? Is the population increasing,
decreasing, or staying the same? (2 pts)

Station 6 (11 pts):

The diagram above shows an unlabeled skeleton of a bird. Name the bone for the
numbers listed below. Each correct answer is worth 1 point.

a. 1. ____________
b. 2. ____________
c. 3. ____________
d. 6. ____________
e. 8. ____________
f. 9. ____________
g. 10. ___________
h. 17. ___________
i. 21. ___________
j. 22. ___________
k. 23. ___________



Station 7 (11 pts):

1. What is the common name and the scientific name of the organism shown
above? (2 pts)

2. What is a nickname that this species has? (1 pt)

3. What allows this organism to see underwater? (1 pt)

4. What does this organism eat? Select all that apply. (2 pts)
a. Dragonfly nymphs
b. Small crayfish
c. Caddisfly larvae
d. Tadpoles

5. What distinguishes this organism from other songbirds? (2 pts)



6. How does this organism survive in cold waters during the winter? (3 pts)

Station 8 (10 pts):

1. What is the common name and scientific name of the organism shown
above? (2 pts)

2. True or False: The organism shown above is an adult. (1 pt)

3. How does this organism form nests on sandy islands? (2 pts)

4. How does this organism fly? (2 pts)

5. What is this organism’s conservation status? (1 pt)

6. What is part of this organism’s diet? List at least 3 items. (2 pts)



Station 9 (10 pts):

A.

B.

1. List the common name and scientific name of the organisms shown above.
(2 pts)

2. What is the sex of organism A and organism B? Explain how you know. (2
pts)



3. True or False: This species visits spider webs to eat insects captured by the
web. (1 pt)

4. True or False: This species is monogamous. (1 pt)

5. Where does this species breed? (1 pt)
a. California
b. New York
c. Nevada
d. Utah

6. What Continental Concern score does this species have? (1 pt)

7. Describe the courtship display of this species. (2 pts)



Station 10 (12 pts):

Using the words in the word bank, match the correct word with the definition
provided. Each correct answer is worth one point (12 pts total).

Apical spot           Axilla                 Cere Cloaca                      Crop

Eyestripe            Filoplume            Fledgling Gape                        Leucism

Morph                 Nares

1. ___________- A juvenile bird during the period it is venturing from or has
left the nest and is learning to run and fly.

2. ___________- A leathery band of skin covering the base of the bill, into
which the nostrils open.

3. ___________- Genetic condition results in pale or white feathers.
4. ___________- A dilation of the lower esophagus that stores food; it is found

in many birds that eat dry seeds or fruit containing seeds.
5. ___________- Variance in the colouring of the plumage between individuals

of the same species, unrelated to age, sex or season.
6. ___________- A hairlike type of feather that, if present in a bird, grows

alongside the contour feathers.
7. ___________- A visible stripe on the feathers of a bird's head, often darker

than the surrounding feathers, running through the eye region.
8. ___________- The "armpit" of a bird, often hosting covert feathers.
9. ___________- The interior of the open mouth of a bird.
10. ___________- A visible spot near the outer tip of a feather.
11. ___________- The openings of the nasal cavity; they are located in the

upper beak, usually near its base.
12. ___________- A multi-purpose opening terminating at the vent at the

posterior of a bird.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_bird_terms#nest


Station 11 (10 pts):

1. What is the common name and scientific name of the organism shown
above? (2 pts)

2. What is a common way to describe the call of this organism? (1 pt)

3. True or False: This organism nests in existing tree cavities. (1 pt)

4. What is the wingspan of this organism? (1 pt)
a. 99-110 cm
b. 67-72 cm
c. 120-135 cm
d. 80-92 cm

5. What is part of this organism’s diet? List at least 3 items. (2 pts)

6. Where does this organism live year round? (Select all that apply). (2 pts)
a. Maine



b. Colorado
c. Florida
d. Arizona

7. What is the incubation period for this organism? (1 pt)
a. 38-43 days
b. 15-20 days
c. 46-53 days
d. 28-33 days

Station 12 (10 pts): Power Round

Write the common name and the scientific name of each organism shown below.
Every correct answer is worth 1 pt.

1. 2.



3. 4.

5. 6.

7. 8.



9. 10.


